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SUB J : TORRIJOS TO SEND FONMIN TO UNGA 

SUMMARY: TORRIJOS TOLD AID DIRECTOR AUGUST 6 HE WILL 
SEND FONMIN TACK TO UNGA IN SEPTEMBER, BECAUSE US 
LEAVES HIM NO CHOICE. HE ALSO COMMENTED FAVORABLY 
ABOUT AMBASSADOR BUNKER. HE CLEARLY INTIMATED NEED 
FOR EARLY USG ACTION ON CANAL PROBLEM.HE ALSO 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT ACTIVITIES OF LEFTIST 
STUDENTS. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING MEETING WITH AID DIRECTOR ON AUGUST 6, 

GENERAL TORRIJOS COMMENTED THAT HE WOULD SEND FOREIGN 
MINISTER TACK TO UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
IN SEPTEMBER. HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT DOING SO 
BECAUSE HE DID NOT WISH TO IRRITATE US FURTHER. 

HE WAS AWARE SOMETHING IS BREWING IN WASHINGTON TO 
ADVANCE NEGOTIATIONS, BUT HE COULD HARDLY EXPLAIN TO 
THE PEOPLE THAT HE IS NOT GOING TO SEND TACK TO UNGA 
BECAUSE OF SOME UNKNOWN OFFER HE WAS EXPECTING. THIS 
WOULD BE A WEAK EXCUSE. HE SAID THAT HE WAS IN A BIND, 
HAVING BEEN IN POWER FIVE YEARS WITH NOTHING 
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NEGOTIATIONS WOULD HAVE A TENTH ANNIVERSARY VERY SHORTLY, 
AND WHILE HE COULD BLAME FIRST FIVE YEARS OF FAILURE 
ON THE OLIGARCHY, HE HAD TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
SECOND FIVE YEARS. HE HOPED THAT US WOULD BE TALKING 
TO HIM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. TORRIJOS ALSO INQUIRED CONCERNING AMBASSADOR 
BUNKER. AFTER AID DIRECTOR SAID BUNKER WAS VERY 
ENERGETIC, INTELLIGENT FINE PERSON, TORRIJOS RESPONDED 
HE HAD BEEN SO INFORMED AND ON RECENT OCCASION BEFORE 
STUDENTS, WHO HAD BEEN REPROACHING HIM FOR ACCEPTING 
"SUCH A HARDLINER," HE HAD DEFENDED BUNKER BY TELLING 
STUDENTS APPOINTMENT OF BUNKER DEMONSTRATED US 
REGARDED PANAMA AS IMPORTANT AS VIET CONG AND IT WAS 
GOOD TO HAVE SOMEONE IMPORTANT WHO COULD BRING PANAMA 
PROBLEM BEFORE US PRESIDENT FOR CONSIDERATION. HE 
IMPLIED HE DID NOT THINK PANAMA'S POINT OF VIEW HAD 
REACHED HIGHEST LEVELS OF USG. 

3. TORRIJOS REMARKED HE WAS QUITE DISTRUBED BY BEHAVIOR 
OF SOME STUDENTS HE HAD TRUSTED HAD HOPED WOULD BECOME 
PANAMANIAN NATIONALISTS. IF THEY DID NOT CHANGE THEIR 
BEHAVIOR IN SUPPORT OF PANAMANIAN NATIONALISM TO 
EXCLUSION OF ALL FOREIGN IDEOLOGIES, HE WOULD SHIP THEM 
OUT OF COUNTRY. IN RESPONSE TO REMARK ABOUT 
DETERIORATING SITUATION AT UNIVERSITY, TORRIJOS REPLIED 
THAT HE WAS AWARE OF PROBLEMS AT UNIVERSITY, THEN 
REMINDED AID DIRECTOR THAT HIS TACTICS RE STUDENTS 

HAD KEPT THEM AWAY FROM FOURTH OF JULY AVENUE FOR 
5 YEARS. 

4. COMMENT: TORRIJOS CLEARLY INTIMATED HIS HOPE FOR 
EARLY USG ACTION TO GIVE HIM SOMETHING TO HELP HIM FACE 
THE PUBLIC. HE WAS ALSO SAYING THE OBVIOUS: THAT 

HE WILL CONTINUE TO APPLY PRESSURE ON US UNTIL 
SATISFACTORY SOLUTION TO CANAL QUESTION IS FOUND. 

TORRIJOS APPEARS TO BE ON VERGE OF TAKING HARDER LINE 
AGAINST LEFTIST ACTIVITIES AT UNIVERSITY. 

THOMPSON 
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